EDITORIAL                                                           No. 94    May & June 2011
The current economic situation seems to be demanding that more must be done with less. Less money, less people and less resources.  Consequently, it is important to remember that if something needs to be done for Willand, we should ensure that the right person will listen to our views and have the willingness and tenacity to follow them through. The number of Parish Councillors is fixed by the District Council. Ours has been determined as eleven, and in the Chairman’s article, you will read that only six people have offered to stand.  On the other hand, our Lower Culm area for District Council requires three Members to be elected and there are six nominations to choose from.   All decisions made by MDDC are as a result of recommendations by their Officers. The Officers, however, are not the people you elect. Therefore, it is up to the Members you DO elect to get your point of view across to them.  And you won’t find Eddie Dennis’s name on your voting paper…….. 
ARTHUR JARRETT
Arthur and his family would like to thank all those who celebrated his 90th birthday with him on 26th March and for the £520.00 collected for the Devon Air Ambulance fund. We hope you all enjoyed the afternoon as much as we did.      Thank you once again,                                         Arthur & Family
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A POLICE VOLUNTEER?
Your local neighbourhood policing team are looking for people willing to become police volunteers and to take part in Community Speed Watch Schemes in the local area.
Community Speed Watch involves police volunteers using a small, hand held, speed detection device in areas in their village where there is a perceived speeding problem.  If they record any vehicles exceeding the speed limit the police will contact the registered keepers of those vehicles and in the first instance send them a written warning.  If the same car is persistently caught speeding then the police will take further action against the driver.
Being a police volunteer and working on schemes like this can be very rewarding and can make individuals feel that they are helping to combat a speeding problem in their local area. The police are currently recruiting police volunteers and if you are interested in finding out more please contact either PCSO 30384 Jonathan SIMS or PC 1336 Katie Rich at Cullompton Police Station on 08452 777 444.
Life is like a toilet roll – the nearer you get to the end, 
the faster it goes.
OUT AND ABOUT?
The Friends of Bramblehaies Surgery have a lightweight folding wheelchair freely available for loan.  Should you wish to borrow it please contact the surgery on 01884 33536. Many thanks, Sally Davis
COLLEGE SURGERY PATIENTS’ GROUP
Are holding a Coffee Morning at the Willand Village Hall on Saturday May 28th from 10.00 -12.00 am. There will be The Pie and Cake Stall, 2nd Hand Books and the Draw which will take place at 11.30 am. All funds raised go towards the purchase of equipment which will help us all.    Anne Broven
If you wear well, you can wear anything.
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME
During the year to the end of March, we have shredded and composted some 75 tonnes of garden waste that would otherwise have gone to landfill. After some six months, when the compost has matured, it is sieved to make it finer for sale to the residents.   The revenue from sales received contributes towards the costs of both the maintenance and operation of the site. We hope to improve on sales this year, so we can make even more donations to organisations such as those highlighted in the January issue of the Mag.
Referring to current operations, we ask for your cooperation when depositing - Grass – please bring it to us as soon as possible after cutting – don’t ‘store’ the grass at home – this will not compost!!!

Residents have greatly assisted by complying with our notice of what we can and can’t accept. However, there are still a few who don’t, for example dumping turf & earth and pieces of wood greater than 1 inch in diameter etc. This wastes time and considerable effort to remove. A plea to these people, please don’t! The Mid Devon brown bin collection, however, will allow up to two inch diameter twigs and branches.
On a different item, we would like to inform those people who think we are a council run amenity/organisation that has paid staff running the site. We are not - we are all members of the community who have volunteered to do something positive towards it.
We know that you use this service, as the volume that we are receiving is continually growing. However, with the best will in the world, we are an ageing membership and therefore we need more helpers from the community to help process this volume. Please will you consider giving some of your time to enable this service to continue. If you like being outdoors and  can use a fork, broom or shovel, can  assist in operating a shredding machine or sieve and would like to work with like-minded people and share a laugh and give an opinion over a cuppa, then come on down and visit us on a Sunday between 10 -12noon for a chat.  OR, Telephone me (01884) 821174. OR, email me, mail@tonymander.wanadoo.co.uk  for a chat/information.  Tony Mander
Write your life story while you remember it.
FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN.
For the Parish, the election is over.  We had six nominations and eleven places so the election is uncontested and the six people are now elected.  We will be holding the Annual General Meeting on May 12th, where the chairman and vice chairman will be elected for 2011-2012.  We will then be going in search of people in the village who want to make a difference and are prepared to serve their community, so that we can co-opt them as Parish Councillors.

The Mid Devon District Council elections will take place on May 5th, together with the electoral reform vote.  Please take the time to vote, to make sure the successful candidates feel they have the backing of the whole community.

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on the 31st March, where a number of organisations presented their reports for the year. It is amazing how many different activities are going on in our village and also, how many dedicated people there are.

We want to kick off development of the Parish Plan shortly, to cover the next few years. I have asked for volunteers from the village to work with us in developing the plan.  I said “don’t all rush at once” and you didn’t!  If the plan is to be worthwhile, it needs input from residents, so if you feel that you would like to contribute, please let me or Tracy know.

So, what have we been doing over the past few months?  The derelict bus shelter on Silver Street, by Fir Close, has gone and the replacement of the shelter by the football club is due this month.  Extra equipment has been ordered for the children’s area on the Parish Field and hopefully will also be installed this month. We are working with Devon County Council to try and get some road repairs work done on Meadow Park.  There is limited finance available as we all know but County Cllr Ray Radford is helping us to make the case to push this repair up the priority list.

I have just been informed that one of the two trees we planted in the area adjacent to Buttercup Road had one of the stakes pulled up, almost destroying the tree. This was a day after they had been planted.  We have also had a number of attempted walk-in burglaries and anti-social behaviour incidents.  Whilst Willand is not a high crime area, we want to do all we can to minimise these incidents.  We are considering making the subject of Law and Order in the village the first section of the Parish Plan to be worked on. We know that there will be reductions in availability of Police resources as a result of the cuts, even though they are trying to increase efficiency.  We want to work with the Police and other agencies to work out what we can do to make up the shortfall by being more vigilant in reporting crime but also finding ways of deterring potential criminals. – Got any ideas? – get in touch.
It’s our village – we want it to be a better place – but it will only happen if you are part of it.   Have a good Easter.                            Regards,   Ray Ursell 
ST MARY'S CHURCH
As promised in the last issue of the magazine, we are pleased to announce that the Rev. Robert Wilkinson has been appointed the next vicar of Willand and leader of the Culm Valley Mission Community, which comprises the Parishes of Willand, Uffculme, Kentisbeare and Blackborough.

He is currently serving the Mission Community of Whimple, Talaton, Clyst Hydon and Clyst St Lawrence and has become very used to Devon village life. We are looking forward to this new chapter of the life of the church in Willand. The new ministry will begin on Tuesday 5th July with a service led by the Rt. Rev. Robert Evans, Bishop of Crediton at 7.30pm in the Willand Church.

Hopefully we shall be able to persuade the new vicar to contribute to future issues of this magazine! Please help to make Robert, and his wife Joan, feel welcome in the village as they come to serve us all.
                 The Church Wardens, Peter Thornton and Andrew Metherell
Rooms, like waists, always look larger in photographs.
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

Dan Loftus our new Tennis Coach started coaching our juniors in April and they have spoken highly of him. At the moment we have 45 juniors age from 6 years to 18 who play on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. We are still short of players for Wednesday nights, so if any children are interested in joining the tennis club and having coaching, the cost is £55 which includes coaching until the end of July plus the use of the tennis courts when they wish to play. 

We are also running coaching for adults beginners and improvers for 10 weeks starting Friday 13th May until Friday 15th July and the cost of this is £50.If anyone is interested in the above coaching or wishes to join the tennis club as a member, please contact Rita Parish Weir Mill Farm, Jaycroft, Willand or phone on 01884 820803 or e-mail rita@weirmill-devon.co.uk. 
ANYONE FOR SOCIAL TENNIS?

Starting on Tuesday 26th April, from 2pm to 4pm and every Tuesday until further notice, there’ll be an open tennis session for people of all abilities. This facility is provided by Willand Tennis Club. You will need your own racquet but tennis balls will be provided. The cost is £3.00 per person per session. 

The aim is to encourage local people to make better use of the excellent tennis facilities they have in the village. The atmosphere will be social rather than competitive.  This Open Tennis Club will be for people with some previous experience and some ability. It’s time to dust off those racquets and to enjoy some relaxed tennis in the summer sunshine!! For further details, please telephone Brian on 01884 38661.
Absolute beginners and strong players with match play in mind are provided for at other times of the week. Details for this are available from the secretary of Willand Tennis Club on 01884 820803                         Brian Badcock.
Experts in deception should consider careers as 

spin bowlers or spin doctors.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Willand School has seen possibly its busiest school term ever!  There have been so many activities and celebrations in which the children have learnt new skills, tried new activities, competed in events and learnt about other cultures.
On Wednesday 16th February, Culm Valley schools took part in the CVSA Swimming Gala which was held at Exe Valley Leisure Centre in Tiverton. Many pupils from Willand School did extremely well!  Mr Lang, a teacher from Willand School, leads this competitive activity and many parent helpers and teaching assistants helped too. The pupils who took part in this competition thoroughly enjoyed themselves and all the pupils from Willand School had brilliant results which included 1st place in the Year 4 boy’s 25m breaststroke and 2nd place in the Year 5 girl’s 25m breaststroke. More and more team points were gained from Willand School throughout the gala. Overall, we achieved an astounding 6th out of 14 other schools.
On Thursday, 3rd March we celebrated World Book Day. Each class in the school did a team book quiz which everyone enjoyed. Also there was a competition of seeing who could take a photo reading a book in an extremely unusual place.  There were many photos of children reading in strange places including: on top of a car; on the Hoover Dam; in a wardrobe; in the shower and many more!  
We celebrated National Science and Engineering Week on the 11th of March.  Two engineers from BLOODHOUND SSC visited our school to tell us about their project. BLOODHOUND SSC is the name of the project aiming to break the land speed record by building a car, powered by a jet engine, to break the spectacular speed of 1000 miles per hour.  There was a fantastic assembly where everyone found out lots more about the project. After the assembly, each class participated in a different activity linked to science, technology, engineering and maths.  Years 4, 5 and 6 made balloon cars which they then had the opportunity to race at the end of the day in the hall, where there was a race track set up - a competition was held to see whose balloon car went the furthest. A car made by Olivia travelled a staggering 7.8metres!  Year 3 made cars out of K-NEX, which they then also raced to see whose car went the furthest.  Year 1 and 2 made box cars out of cardboard and Reception made cars out of recycled rubbish.  The whole school thoroughly enjoyed all of these activities and wish the Bloodhound SSC every success in beating the land speed record!
On 14th March we celebrated Community Week with the rest of the schools in the Culm Valley area. Year 5&6 learnt about Romany Gypsies by watching a DVD and having a visitor who is a gypsy come to talk about their culture and traditions.  Then they made either a Gypsy wagon, a paper flower or decorated a paper plate in the Romany style. We also had 24 children in Y4 & 5 swap schools for a morning with the Duchy School to find out about the similarities and differences between them. Year 3&4 were taught African drumming while KS1 were taught about Poland by tasting Polish food, doing Polish dancing, having visitors from Poland and many more activities!
Red Nose Day was on Friday the 18th March.  All children and staff dressed up as superheroes/heroines.  There were a few firm favourites such as Super Man, Bat Girl, Cat Woman and Batman. Also there were some home-made ideas such as a Chicken Noodle Souper Hero and many more.  Everyone donated £1 or more to charity and raised £273.87!  
In the last few weeks there have been several tag rugby matches. There has been one tournament at Kentisbeare and one at Willowbank. At the Kentisbeare tournament, the A Team won all of their matches and the B Team won 2 out of 3 games.  Both teams played incredibly well and put 100% into all of their games.  At the Willowbank tournament. the results were not as good but both teams tried especially hard and left the pitch with their heads held high!  Well done to all of the teams as they showed excellent sportsmanship and respect to other teams.
Starting on Friday, 18th March 2011, all year groups at Willand School have been celebrating Arts Week. The pupils have had a fantastic dance instructor who has choreographed each of the dances which are from different cultures around the World.  Every class will be performing the dance to the whole school and parents on the last day of this term.
                      Holly, Niamh, Liam, Haydn, Lauryn, Lydia, Sam and Olivia

SIGN AT EXETER QUAY:   “Your safety is your responsibility.”  Common Sense 1, Health & Safety 0.

Spiders were networking long before we ever thought of it.

CULM VALLEY METHODISTS

Dear Friends,  One of the most common trends of modern society has been the relentless march of pessimism. It has become a poison in our midst so much to the extent that,  it would seem, that there is no hope for us at all. To a certain extent I can understand the prevailing mood. What with wars, economic crisis and natural disasters, it would seem that there is no good news about.
Yet there is, my friends, even within your own village, there is a story of human kindness that needs to be told. Of how an unfortunate man had his home destroyed by fire but then restored by extreme kindness and support from a loving neighbourhood. I often meet people who do things for other people that is frequently beyond the call of what was expected.
In the Western Morning News, there was a lovely story of a mother, father and daughter. They were very close, but sadly the mother died, and for the last two years of her life, the father who had developed Alzeimhers, had no idea of the pain of the cancer which eventually took her. At the funeral, the daughter relates that she was not certain if her father knew what was going on. Apparently, in better times, they used to dine at the China House, which is at Sutton Harbour, Plymouth and the daughter decided to take her Father there once again on his birthday which was shortly after the funeral. As they dined, the daughter began to ask whether or not he realised his wife was gone, to which he replied ‘yes she is gone’. At that they both broke down in tears and consoled each other. After composing themselves they enjoyed a lovely meal, and then proceeded to go to pay. When she arrived at the cashiers desk, she was told that the bill had been paid. Surprised and shocked, the daughter asked by who, at which point the cashier pointed to a couple who were sat behind them. The daughter said “I do not know them, there must be some mistake”, to which the cashier said “They overheard your story and were so moved that they felt this was the least they could do”. The bill by the way was for £50.
So you see in two instances human kindness, shining through, so in this Easter season, let us take stock and realise that many people do love their neighbour and the cup of human kindness is as full as it ever was. This is what Jesus came to teach and his last commandment was "love one another as I have loved you." God Bless. Best Wishes,                                                  Alan
Old age pensions are pipe dreams.
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15 -21 May 2011 

The Churches in Willand aim to deliver envelopes to every house in the village.  Residents will be advised of shops in the village to which their envelope can be taken.  Christian Aid works with partners in 45 countries, bringing lasting change to the world's poorest people.  With the dreadful suffering in our world at the present time, the need is greater than ever.  Looking forward to your generous support, as in the past.   David Ritchie
WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
A big thank you to everyone who worked so hard at our Car Boot sale in April - it was a lovely day and we hope everyone who supported it had a nice time too. The Majorettes stole the show though, with their lovely display.
We currently have over 200 young people on our records and have become somewhat a victim of our own success. The Monday group has gone from averaging 20 young people attending to now getting up to 50 young people and to state we are struggling to cope would be an understatement. We even have parents that drive into the car park, let their children jump out and run into the club then drive off without bothering to fill out a contact form. It is very important that the club has contact details for parents or carers, so we can contact you should there be a need. It is also unwise to just leave your child without checking first that the club is actually going to open, as if there aren’t enough volunteers available, the club won’t open until there are enough staff to run it safely. Any child who hasn’t had a contact form completed will in future not be admitted into the club. 

Obviously there is great demand for our services and at the AGM on 17th May, we are going to think very carefully about how the club can move forward. Young People are coming from all over Mid Devon to attend, as such facilities are not being provided where they live. If you want to help the club to find a way to move forward or have any positive ideas, please come to the AGM so we can try to put together an action plan that is fair. We don’t want to turn young people away but we only have one youth worker and the rest of us are willing parent/grandparent volunteers.  We are trying to see if we can secure funding to enable us to employ more youth workers but this is in the early stages.  So please, if you want the club to continue you need to come to the AGM on Tuesday 17th May at 7.30 p.m. in the Youth Club. 

                                                                       Many thanks, Francis Wilcox
CAMEO
At our March meeting our Speaker was Mrs. Miranda Alhussen. She and her husband organise the National Garden Scheme for Devon, in which keen gardeners open up their gardens for charity. The scheme started in 1927 but had its origins in 1857. Following the death of his wife, a very wealthy industrialist near Liverpool, suggested to her Nurse that she went down to the slum areas, mainly populated by Irish immigrants escaping the potato famine, to see if they could help. They were appalled at the squalor there and decided to set up a free nursing service. They trained girls as nurses from their well-to-do friends, Florence Nightingale and Queen Victoria were sponsors and advisors. This was the start of the District Nursing Association, which survived for many years before coming under the umbrella of the N.H.S. They were always fund-raising and hit on the idea of opening up their gardens and estates to the public, for a fee, and that was the beginning of the scheme which runs so successfully even now. All their fund raising is for  nursing and caring charities and they have raised millions of pounds since 1927. Our Singles Group visit one of these gardens every summer and they range from small cottage gardens, to town gardens and even vegetable gardens. 
A Willand lad, Rob Jinman who is doing a degree course at Exeter University on photography and digital imaging, came and photographed us during the evening for part of his project. Not too many wrinkle-revealing close-ups though.  We had a lovely Spring Annual Dinner at the Tiverton Hotel and the Walking Group entertained us, suitably dressed in their hiking gear, to hilarious poems, with actions, all about rambling. Several members went for a look behind the scene at Waitrose in Wellington and another group went to see a production of Hamlet at the Northcott Theatre.  Margaret Turner won the Kit Davis Skittles cup and Kay Morris the wooden spoon at "The Barge" skittles evening.  
Our April meeting started on a sad note as tributes were paid to a very popular and keen member, Marjorie Harman who has died just weeks after her husband. They had been married 68 years. Marjorie was a life-long W.I. member and latterly Cameo member. Mrs Coral King was our Speaker, returning to finish her wonderful talk about the "Luton Girls’ Choir", - girls from aged 15 to 23 years of age were eligible to join, but had to leave if they got married as their founder, director and accompanist told them "it is your duty to be at home and cook your husband's supper"! How times have changed!. Mrs King sang some lovely solos for us and we also heard recordings of the once world-famous choir, which existed for over 40 years and travelled all over the world, from humble beginnings in a Baptist Church Hall in Luton, the founder being only 17 years old himself. 
 We cannot have the Village Hall in May due to elections so we have arranged a coach trip and evening meal instead. We had a very successful Coffee Morning raising money for the Village Hall and Cameo Funds and we thank everyone who supported us. Our Autumn Coffee Morning will be on 15th October and in aid of the Alzheimer's Society. The walking group had a lovely walk around Langford Budville and visiting the wild life centre at Langford Heathfield and another around Churchingford, plus two shorter walks at Killerton and Tiverton Canal. They are planning an all-day walk shortly. We are off for a visit to The Met Office in September, a guided tour of Tiverton Town Hall and to see the Mayoral regalia and another guided tour of Exeter. You need all your health and strength to keep up with all the activities of Cameo!                                                                             Betty Penberthy.

A friend in need may be the one you least expect.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We started our new year with a record number of members attending, including a number of new ones.  Kate, the Head Gardener at Killerton, talked about her work at the National Trust property and showed slides of the garden throughout the seasons. We had a very well attended coffee morning in March and at our April meeting, we had a photo quiz – a departure from our usual type of speaker, our May talk will be on European beavers in Devon and we are currently preparing for our Plant Sale on Saturday, 21st May, where you will be able to buy lots of plants for your gardens.  This year, our outing in June will be to The Lost Gardens of Heligan. We may have some spaces left at £20 per ticket for non-members, so please contact me at the end of May if you are interested.
Topics for the photography section in our Flower and Vegetable Show on 13th August are “Something unusual in the garden” and “A tree”. Flower arrangements are: “A book title” (2’6”), 1 candle and 5 blooms (18”), a miniature arrangement (4”) and a foliage arrangement (18”). Programmes will be available at the Village Hall or from me at the end of April.
For further details about the Garden Club, please email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone. 
                                                            Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary
RED RUBBER BANDS
Royal Mail postal workers get through two million red rubber bands per day, it has been revealed. In the past five years, the organisation has spent almost £5m on four billion bands, which are used to bundle letters together.

WILLAND FIRE SUPPORT – No. 1 VICTORIA CLOSE

We last wrote to you on 12 December 2010 about the house fire which occurred at 1 Victoria Close on the evening of Saturday 27 November 2010.  As you will have seen for yourselves & read recently in the Willand Magazine, progress has been made in clearing the house and the erection of a temporary roof structure.  On behalf of the Firkin family, thank you to everyone who has offered support in various ways.  It is clear to see there is much work to be done to the property, which will require time, effort and expense.  It would be so much appreciated if you can offer support in any form such as spare time and assistance including those of you who are in professional trades and crafts.  
For those of you who have access to the internet, this request is also on the website willandfiresupport.co.uk (thank you to Nick for all the time and effort you have given to build the website, which is continuing to be developed).

Once you have registered on the website, you can detail your times of availability to help on any date simply by double clicking on the appropriate date within the calendar section. There will soon be the facility within the website to list any items that you could offer to Ian and his family. Please contact:  willandfiresupport.co.uk  
Thank you for your time in reading this note and we hope that you will feel able to help out. P.S. An application to DIY SOS has been submitted – more information to follow in due course on the above website.
                                                                                Friends & Neighbours

Logical thinking is common sense trained up a framework.
NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL  
Our forthcoming events are:-
Mon 2nd to Fri 27th May:  Willand Art Society Exhibition in the Fox Gallery.
Sat 7th & Sun 8th May: Watch local artisans demonstrating their crafts -10.30am-4pm at the Mill, as part of Blackdown Hills Artisan's Trail launch weekend.  For more information, phone 01823 681484 or visit www.bhba.org.uk   & click on 'Artisan's Trail'.

Sat 14th & Sun 15th May: Weekend Workshop - Turn a woolly jumper into a unique handbag! – ‘phone Jan Tillett for more information: 01884 32164. 
Sun 29th & Mon 30th May:  Spring Bank Holiday STEAM-UP!  1030am-4pm. Engines in steam from 11am.  Mill tours, restaurant, picnic areas, shop & children's activities.  A  great family day out!

Wed 29th June: Friends of the Mill Summer Quiz at Uffculme Village Hall, 7.30pm.  Please bring your own drinks.  Admission £6 - includes buffet supper with tea/coffee. To book in your team of 4, please phone 01884 840359 by Wed 22 June.  If you haven't got a full team, come early - doors open 7pm – so we can arrange teams. Car parking at Magelake Hall (5 mins walk).
Summer events at the Mill:

Sun 19th June: Midsummer Family Fun Day - Demonstrations by local craftspeople, with opportunities to try your own hand.  Bouncy Castle, Stalls & Alpacas - & the Mill will be open to see the machines & exhibitions. Lots to see & do ! 

Sat 30th July: Wool & Craft Fair -  Crafts galore!!  An opportunity to find out what local craftspeople are doing & buy their unique products, as well as to see & buy what is being produced at the Mill.  Local enterprises, traders & craftspeople who wish to have a stall at either of these 2 events – please contact Peter Fisher at the Mill for more information & booking forms – phone: 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30am) or email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk . Closing dates for stallholder bookings: Fri 28th May for June event, Thurs 30th June for July event.

Coldharbour Mill (Registered Charity No: 284294) is open to visitors Mon-Fri 10.30am-4pm for tours of the working spinning & weaving areas & of the Fox Gallery with the World War 2 'Home Front' Exhibition, embroidered Millennium Screen & the current Exhibition, & also on Saturdays & Sundays if the Mill is open for special events.  Full weekend opening will resume later in the year. The Gill Box Restaurant is currently open10am-4pm, 7 days a week, & also on Thurs, Fri & Sat evenings. Visit the Mill website - www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  - for further information about the Mill & its history, as well as its events, educational programme, weekly craft workshops & products.                                                                                   Susan Wasfi
Shrinking violets bloom in quiet places.
	TODAYS DEFINITIONS - These fit so well, they should be in a dictionary. 

ADULT: A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle. 
BEAUTY PARLOR:  A place where women curl up and dye. 
CANNIBAL: Someone who is fed up with people. 
CHICKEN: The only animal you eat before they are born and after they are dead.
COMMITTEE: A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 
DUST: Mud with the juice squeezed out. 
EGOTIST: Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation. 
HANDKERCHIEF: Cold Storage. 
INFLATION: Cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 
MOSQUITO: An insect that makes you like flies better. 
RAISIN: Grape with sunburn.
SECRET: Something you tell to one person at a time.
SKELETON: A bunch of bones with the person scraped off.
TOOTHACHE: The pain that drives you to extraction.
TOMORROW: One of the greatest labour saving devices of today.
YAWN: An honest opinion openly expressed.
WRINKLES; Something other people have, similar to my character lines!!
OVER 60s CLUB

In March, we held our AGM. We now have a new chairman and two new committee members, so hopefully, we shall again have another successful year. Our speaker in April was Mr P. Brind, from the Tiverton Canal Company, with an illustrated talk on “The last horse-drawn Bargeman in the West Country” This was followed by hot-cross buns, biscuits and tea, which we now charge 50p for. This also includes a draw ticket. I would like to remind all members that by donating a small prize, everybody will then leave the meeting with a prize. Our subscription fee will remain at £4 for the year.

Our speaker in May will be Mr N. Baker, from the Little Valley Animal Shelter, Exeter, which cares for and re-homes domestic animals, working alongside the R.S.P.C.A.  Also in May, we will be having another Coffee Morning and we look forward to seeing you all there once again, as we do appreciate your support. Also in May, we will be going to Minehead.
On June 20th we will be going to Weston Super Mare and calling at a garden centre on the way home. Our speaker for the month will be Mrs. J. West, with an illustrated talk on her “Adventures in a Tall Ship”. 

All dates and times for our meetings and outings, etc., will be found in the Willand Diary page of these Magazines. We look forward to meeting anyone who would like to join our Club and also come on our outings. You can always contact me at home on 38217.                  Margaret Atherton, Secretary.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
We have our AGM coming up on Monday, 23rd May, in the Annexe. Anyone who is interested in the Hall is welcome to attend. We are desperately in need of more trustees to serve on the Hall’s management committee. There are about 30 organisations which use the Hall regularly but few of them are represented on the committee. Our meetings are usually held on the 4th Monday of the month (except in August and December). They are always very short – never more than an hour long. Trustees decide on hire charges, maintenance programmes and fundraising, and also bring any concerns or ideas for improvements to the Hall to the meetings.
If you might be interested in supporting the Hall by becoming a trustee, please contact me or our secretary, Hazel Newman, for more details. Without a strong management committee, the Hall may not be able to function as a registered charity for much longer, which will be a great loss to the community. 

                                                          Carol Allan Village Hall Treasurer
Never mind the chat lines, read the small print.




WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

In March, when we filled in our 2011 census forms, we were in many ways leaving our mark for future historians.  Over the last year, the results of the 1911 census were made public and History Group members Bridget Westcott and Pat Christiansen have just completed the task of putting the returns for Willand onto a user friendly database.  It has proved to hold a wealth of information about Willand a hundred years ago.  
In 1911 there were 89 occupied properties in the parish and a population of 424 (207 male and 217 female).  The census lists details such as house names, number of occupants on Sunday 2 April, their age and place of birth and also how many children the wife had given birth to and surprisingly how many were living or dead. The largest household was The Gables, home of Dr Tracey, with 18 people occupying the house. Other properties that are now consigned to history include the Railway Hotel pub (a neighbour being a Mr Beer!), the terraced row of cottages at Tiverton Junction and Townlands House, in the old village.  One interesting household passing through Willand in April 1911 was that of ‘travelling showman’ Thomas Rowland, living in caravans in ‘Jarviss Field’, Station Road, with his wife, Betsy, six children, a granddaughter (named Lovey) and three servants.
1911 was also the year that Tiverton Junction Market was established – so this year would have been its centenary. The founder was William John Thorne, who, like his father before him, was an ‘agricultural and general auctioneer, valuer, surveyor’ and ‘land, house, estate, insurance and shipping agent’. A shrewd businessman, he recognised the potential of setting up a livestock market close to Tiverton Junction railway station, which was a convenient meeting point for farmers, dealers and butchers.  In the 1920s, he went into business with Mr Baker of Five Bridges, forming Thorne & Baker and on 1st January, 1951, the market was sold to the another Willand auctioneer, K.C. Carter, creating the business that still exists today, Thorne & Carter. The market thrived for a number of years but by the 1990s, trade had waned to the extent that the market was no longer viable. The last sale was held on 12th April, 1995 and the land was sold and developed into what is now Market Place.  Do you have any photos or memories of Tiverton Junction Market?  
Finally, we are also looking for information about Willand’s last working blacksmith, William Clist.  Do you have any memories, photos or other information?  Or can you tell us when his smithy, which was next to the Halfway House, was finally closed for business and demolished?

                     James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

                
   Reflections are more reliable than crystal balls.


UNDER THE ROAD.

Tiverton Junction was a small hamlet adjoining the railway station of the same name. It consisted of the market, the Railway Hotel, a row of six cottages, a pair of semi-detached and a large detached house running parallel to the railway line. In the hotel courtyard were stables, garages and a skittle alley, which was also used as changing rooms and bath house for the local football club, Willand Rovers.
On the first floor was a maple-sprung dance hall, with toilets and a refreshment room. The Railway Hotel was a local meeting place, with two darts teams, two skittle teams and when ladies started to frequent public houses unaccompanied, a ladies darts and skittle team.
 

When the notification of the M5 going through Willand was released, Jim and Desiree Butt (landlord and landlady of the Railway Hotel), together with a large number of local people, greatly helped by Stanley Rowland (who reformed Willand Rovers A.F.C. after the war) with the team and supporters, put their weight behind the objection.  A petition was started, we had marches, meetings involving the press where possible and we lobbied anyone who would listen, including our M.P.  All to no avail, however and in the spring of 1974, the whole lot was demolished for the building of the M5 Motorway.

                                                                                                         Desiree Butt
AND FINALLY
I recently asked for comments with regard to the content of our magazine. I had a ‘phone call from a gentleman in Uffculme, who pointed out that in referring to ‘coarse fishing’, I had typed ‘course’ on page 50 of the last issue (humble apologies). He would like to see the relevant date somewhere on the front cover, which was also due for a change in design. A lady in Willand wrote to say “I like the magazine as it is. It is a good size to handle and fit on the bookshelf. As for advertising to pay the costs, it is obvious that it is needed. I like to think local but if there is not enough revenue from local advertisers, then by all means look further afield. I like the inside cover pages with the information neatly and succinctly laid out. Please keep off coloured pages, which are not environmentally friendly”. I’m looking into the front cover situation but without incurring unnecessary costs.
WILLAND DIARY            
MAY

Tuesday         3rd   Willand Rovers Bingo                          W.V.H.,   7.30pm
Thursday       5th   Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                   10.00am

Thursday       5th      MDDC Election & Referendum vote   W.V.H.
Thursday       5th   CAMEO Mystery outing/evening meal.

Monday         9th   Culm District Flower Club                   W.V.H.,   2.15pm
Tuesday        10th   Village Hall Bingo                                 W.V.H.,   7.30pm 

Wednesday  11th   Garden Club-European Beavers in Devon WVH 7.30pm
Thursday     12th    Over 60’s Club                                     W.V.H.,   2.15pm

Saturday      14th    Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning          W.V.H.,  10.15am

Tuesday      17th      Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,   7.30pm
Tuesday      17th   Youth Club AGM,                          Youth Club,   7.30pm

Saturday     21st    Willand Garden Club Plant Sale            10.15 – 11.30am
Monday      23rd   Over 60’s outing to Minehead.              W.V.H., 10.00am

Monday      23rd   Willand Village Hall AGM        –        Annexe      7.00pm
Saturday     28th    College Surgery Coffee morning         W.V.H., 10 -12am
June

Thursday     2nd    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                    10.00am

Thursday     2nd    CAMEO ‘My life as a vet’                   W.V.H.,    7.15pm

Tuesday       7th
    Willand Rovers Bingo                          W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Tuesday      14th     Willand Village Hall Bingo                    W.V.H.,   7.30pm
Thursday    16th   Over 60’s Club                                      W.V.H.,  2.15pm
Thursday   16th   CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JULY MAGAZINE
Friday         17th      Cowgirl Twisters                                   W.V.H.,   7.30pm 

Saturday     18th   Methodist Church Cream Teas                             3.00pm

Monday      20th   Over 60’s outing to W. S. Mare/Garden Cntr        9.30am    

Tuesday      21st      Willand Rovers Bingo                           W.V.H.,   7.30pm
July

Monday       4th    Culm District Flower Club                    W.V.H.,   2.15pm
Thursday     7th    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                    10.00am 
Thursday     7th    CAMEO ‘My art work’                         W.V.H.,   7.15pm
